The Quarterly Newsletter of First Church
December 2021

The Induction of the Rev Alofa Lale (photo Ian Thomson)

Kia Ora, Talofa Lava, Kia Orana

Grace and peace be with you in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Welcome to the first edition of the First Church News. As we seek to
be faithful to God, we express our life and faith in many different
ways – and we hope that that this magazine helps you know what is
happening in our faith community.
In this edition, we have stories from some of our social groups, the
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Making Space
The Rev Ed Masters

As we begin to approach Christmas we notice the

was no room in the inn, and where problems were

trees appearing in the shops, the fliers for sales,

being shouted from every rooftop.

the tinsel in windows and the sounds of carols.
Jesus' work in being born into a crowded, busy
Christmas can be such a busy time of the year.

world was to make more space. Despite the lack

We find ourselves shopping, planning meals,

of space that forced a baby to be born amongst

attending events and involved in many things. It

the animals - there was room enough for the

can be easy to become so busy that we feel

shepherds to be welcomed and meet with Jesus.

stressed and tired.

Despite the rules and regulations that said that
sinners were not welcome in society - Jesus

This year, the busyness is complicated by the

made space for them at the table. Despite the

ongoing challenges of covid-19. We are having to

power of death to crowd out life, Jesus triumphed

learn to adapt to new things, new rules and new

over death and has formed for us new life, and

ways of operating. In the midst of it all we can

calls us to make space for others to encounter

find there is little space left for God. It is not that

God and receive God's grace.

we don't care, but rather that we get overrun.
This Christmas may you hear the good news and
It was into a busy, changing world that Jesus was

discover Jesus making a space for you to live and

born. Jesus was born into a community who were

encounter the joy of God’s love. May you find

waiting for God to act and to rescue them from

space to hear the joy of God’s invitation, may

their troubles. The people longed to be free,

there be space to share, space to wonder, space

longed to flourish, and longed to see God's

to remember, and space to spend time with

promises of old fulfilled.

friends, family and strangers!

Jesus' parents went on a journey. When they
arrived the town was full and there was no room
for them in the inn. When God finally acted there

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world - John 1:9

Advent in a time of Covid

As we light the peace candle, we ask ourselves
searching questions about how we maintain unity

As I prepare this message, the Scripture that

and a welcoming posture to all when there are

resonates with me is Isaiah 9:2,

deep divisions in society and our churches

‘The people walking in darkness have seen a great

between the vast majority of vaccinated and the

light;

small minority of unvaccinated. May we avoid the

on those living in the land of the shadow of death,
a light has dawned.’
We approach this Christmas season under the long
and dark shadow of COVID and an intense focus on
the growing threat of climate change. And, Pope
Francis, reminds us that these dark clouds, these
shadows of death, are but the tip of the iceberg. The

labelling, demonising and summary dismissal of
those we disagree with and instead find creative
ways to live together in peace. In this, I am
reminded of a passage similar to the one in Isaiah
where Zechariah talks of his son John the Baptist in
terms of:
‘Shining light on those living in darkness
and in the shadow of death,

following quote is from his book "Let Us Dream: The
Path to a Better Future" - surely a great title for an

to guide our feet into the path of peace.’
(Luke 1: 79)

Advent series this year:
”The Covid crisis may seem special because it affects
most of humankind. But it is only special in how visible
it is. There are a thousand other crises that are just as
dire but are just far enough from some of us that we
can act as if they don’t exist. Think, for example, of
the wars scattered across different parts of the world;
of the production and trade in weapons; of the
hundreds of thousands of refugees fleeing poverty,
hunger, and lack of opportunity; of climate change.
These tragedies may seem distant from us, as part of
the daily news that, sadly, fails to move us to change
our agendas and priorities. But like the Covid crisis,
they affect the whole of humanity."

In terms of the Isaiah passage, what is it that lights
the pathway to a better future? We Christians believe
that light comes to us in the Christ child. And we light

As we light the joy candle, we ask ourselves where
is the joy in times of such weeping and anxiety?
This is a difficult one indeed! There are superficial
answers, for example, the joy some have found in
the slowing down and appreciating of beauty and
relationship-building that has come from the
lockdowns. But there is also the deeper resilient joy
in the Lord, regardless of circumstance, that is so
profoundly modelled for us in the writings of Paul.
And perhaps lighting the hope candle is the most
powerful and significant of all. We light it with the
conviction that not only is there a God, but the
birth of Jesus speaks of a God who cares to the
point of sacrificial engagement with our broken
human condition. As we recall the powerful biblical
theme of remembering, we remember that again
and again, when all seems darkness and loss, God

the four-fold wreath of love, peace, joy and hope to

did not abandon us, and we can confidently say

remind us of this.

with John …

This year the lighting of these candles is particularly
loaded with meaning and relevance for us.
As we light the love candle, we ask ourselves hard
questions about what does Jesus-like love mean at
this time? What does it mean to die to self and follow
Christ in this situation? Do we care for our neighbours
with agape-like self-giving and sacrificial love?

‘In Jesus was life, and that life was the light of all
mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.’ (John 1: 4-5)
Right Rev Hamish Galloway
Moderator Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa
New Zealand

moderator@presbyterian.org.nz

Christmas 2021

Christmas is fast approaching, and times are tough for people, some
more than others. The food banks are struggling to fill their shelves,
and there’s no can appeal this year.
At First Church we have not donated items for the food bank
recently at our services because of Covid-19.
Jesus brought love, joy, faith and peace, so let us do the same and
help those in desperate need this Christmas.
There will be a container in the church foyer area for the next three
Sunday Services. If you can help, please bring food item(s) and they
will be donated to Presbyterian Support’s Food Bank.
Items can also be left at the Church Office on Weekdays from
8.00am-1.00pm.
Thank you.

Friends of First Church
As 2021 draws to a close, the Committee of the Friends of
First Church plans to hold its last meeting of the year on
Thursday, 2nd December. At this meeting the Committee
will be discussing future projects and possible activities for
2022 which will support the work of First Church and
contribute to the enhancement of its buildings and grounds.
The tiles paid for by the Friends of First Church

The Rev. Ed Masters acknowledged in the Annual Report the contributions and service of the Rev. Brian Williscroft
in his capacity as long-serving secretary of the Friends. We are fortunate that Brian will continue to support the
Friends as a member of the Committee.

In 2022, the Friends of First Church will have been in existence for 65 years. It has contributed generously to the
preservation of the Church and its surroundings in many different ways during this time. The Committee is
committed to upholding the founding objectives of the Friends and hopes to increase the profile of the Friends in
order to advance those objectives.

White Sunday
White Sunday was held on October 10. The
service included Samoan, te Reo Maori, te Reo
Maori Kuki 'Airani, English and NZ Sign
Langauge. Well done to all our young people!

Notes from the Heritage Centre
The Rev John Sinclair

Henry Chadwick, a well-known educator and historian wrote in the London Daily Telegraph in 1988, “A
CHURCH WHICH HAS LOST ITS MEMORY IS IN A SAD STATE OF SENILITY.”
Christians, along with the other religions which have their roots in the Old Testament, have been prone to
forgetting some of the most familiar emphasis of both the Old and New Testaments. Again and again
their leaders, whether prophets or priests or apostles, call on their people to REMEMBER … REMEMBER …
REMEMBER … how God had called them to have faith, to have trust in the One who had led them through
cataclysmic events of history. Their religious festivals are to be observed so that they will not forget; but
will REMEMBER …. The words of Jesus in the Upper Room to his disciples make it abundantly clear that the
sacrament thus instituted is give so that they will REMEMBER …
The strange world in which we are living will never be the same again. There is, as never before, a deep
searching of our collective and individual memory. We sense this in the work of the Heritage Centre.
There is a regular stream of people digging deeply into their family history. They want confirmation of the
fact that great-grandfather so and so was an office bearer in First Church; or that someone else was
married there.
As one after another of the suburban Presbyterian churches in Dunedin are closed or sold off or
demolished; countless people feel that their memory of what was once the scene of worthwhile and
purposeful Christian dedication, is now being eroded away.
A few years ago, Gregor Macaulay devised a suitable Coat of Arms for First Church and offered to see it
through the appropriate channels in Edinburgh. For some reason it didn’t catch on. But the wording he
chose for the shield as being suitable for First Church came from the Book of Revelation, “I AM THE FIRST
AND THE LAST.” How inspired was Gregor’s vision!
I have a cousin on the island of Papa Westray. His homestead is named Holland, and there has been a
house there since the 12th century. Ten minutes’ walk away from Holland, down by the shore of the
Atlantic Ocean, there are two elliptically-shaped stone houses – the Knap of Howar, 5,000 years old, and
the oldest standing dwelling house in western Europe. Nearby is the stone church of St Boniface, 1,000
years old. TRULY THE PAST IS PART OF THE LIVING PRESENT.
Our Heritage Centre is not a museum. It seeks to keep alive the memory of the history that made us, as
part of the congregation of the living present.

Church Fair
12th March 2022
The following items for sale can be left in the foyer of

The fruit season is almost here, - jams, pickles, sauces

Burns Hall on Sunday mornings.

would be most welcome.

Bric a Brac

Donations of sugar would be most appreciated for

Goods for White Elephant Stall

those making jams etc.

Books, magazines, music

If you are a plant lover, it is now time to pot up cuttings

Childrens toys

etc, so that they are well established by the time of the

Crafts

Fair.

There will not be a second hand clothing stall this
year.

Enquiries to
Pam Seaton
Phone 488 2285

Wiring, Heating and
Lighting

Quiet Room
The Quiet Room has been
refreshed. A new mattress and bed

Last year our Sunday morning worship was
suddenly interrupted by a loud bang, a shower of
sparks and a cloud of smoke. One of our radiant

have been donated and the room
is now a comfortable place for
those who might need to rest.

heaters short-circuited. Thankfully, although it
could have been serious, no-one was injured.
However, it drew attention to the age of our
wiring and electrical systems.
The Deacons immediately had the existing
heaters checked for safety, whilst beginning to
explore what would be involved in updating our
electrical systems. Projects in a historical building
like First Church are never simple, and before any
work can be done extensive research is required.
This involves gaining a picture of what is currently
installed, the requirements for the church moving
into the future, the products that will suitably
enhance such an environment and the
practicalities of installation and ongoing
maintenance.
Glenn Marshall and Ron Lewis have been leading
the research work – liaising with electrical

The Moderator Right Rev Hamish Galloway invites
Presbyterians around the country to pray for our nation
on Sunday 5 December.
In our churches, in our homes, let us pray:

engineers, electricians, and our architect,
amongst others. Whilst we are still at the scoping

For our nation as we move to the ‘traffic light’ Covid-19

stages of the project, the team is hopeful to

Protection Framework

have a plan in place and to gather quotes early

For those leading the national response to the pandemic

in the New Year. One of the major challenges is

For people on the front line of the response

going to be procurement of the various electrical
components – heaters, lighting, switchboard and
wiring – all of which will be updated as part of
this project. It is important that all the work is
done at the same time to minimise disruption and
keep the costs down.
The Deacons have applied to the Synod Heritage
Fund for support on the project, and will keep
the congregation informed as the project

For churches as they work out how to operate in the new
situation
For compassion towards one another
For those who have been, and will be, most affected
For those who cannot be with friends and family
For those who are anxious, sick or suffering at this time
For courage, empathy, hope and grace

continues to move forward.

December Services
Session will be meeting next week to discuss how we move
forward with our services following the announcement from the
government of the change from the Covid-19 Alert Level system
to the new Traffic Light Framework. We will keep you informed,
especially regarding our services around Christmas time.

The switchboard - a mixture of old and not-so-old

Church Walk

Gospel Jam

Early in November fourteen of us had a lovely walk in
the sunshine at the Upper Botanic Gardens. The
rhododendrons were beautiful!
Our next walk is on Sunday December 5th. Meet 2pm
at Charlotte Merriman's house, 18a Hobson Street, St
Clair. We'll walk from there to Second Beach.
Bring a plate for afternoon tea to follow the walk.
If you need a ride, please contact Allan Woodhead,
455-7834 or 027-432-9656.

Sunday December 5th
5.00-6.30pm
Come along to sing praise and to
give thanks in song
All welcome
RSVP: Rev Alofa Lale
alofa.lale@gmail.com

A couple of
photos from
our first Gospel
Jam held in
November

Induction of Rev Alofa Lale
It was wonderful to gather with
the Southern Presbytery on
November 4th to celebrate the
induction of Rev Alofa Lale.

CONTACT DETAILS
Minister: Rev Ed Masters (027 637 9818) email ed@firstchurchotago.org
Associate Minister: Rev Alofa Lale (027 661 6478) email alofa.lale@gmail.com
Church Office: phone 477 7150 or 477 7118
email firstchurch@xtra.co.nz
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