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Sharing the Easter Message

Kia Ora, Talofa Lava, Kia Orana!

It has been a busy, albeit interrupted, beginning to the year at
First Church. As we gather to worship, pray and serve together we
are making Jesus known in the midst of an ever changing context.

What's inside:
TAKING THE NEXT STEP
HERITAGE CENTRE
FRIENDS OF FIRST

In late January the government announced that we were moving
into the Red covid setting which meant our fair needed to be
cancelled, and our plans for fellowship and events were once
again thrown into disarray. Despite this our ministry has continued
to unfold – with services, fellowship, walking group, family events
and concerts taking place.

A church is a collection of stories being woven into the greater
story of God’s love. In this newsletter there are a few snippets of
the stories of our church’s life. As you read and look at the
pictures, may it be an encouragement to you of all the ways in
which God is at work in the life of our church and drawing us
together.

Grace and Peace

Ed

CHURCH
SUNDAY WALKS
EASTER FOR FAMILIES
MAY SERVICES AND
MEETINGS
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Taking the Next Step
The call to follow Jesus is about going on a

One of the key ways we grow in our faith is

journey toward the time where all things are

through hearing God better. We hear God

made new (Rev 21:6). But in the midst of our day

primarily through the Bible. We read and listen to

to day lives, the beautiful promises can seem a

the Bible, and through it God speaks through the

long way off. Following Jesus is about keeping

Scripture to bring the Gospel to us. There are

those promises in view, whilst each day taking

many ways of reading the Bible, and sometimes it

the next step along the path with our Lord Jesus.

is benefits us to take a different approach to

A church is a gathering of people who are taking

enable us to hear the Word afresh. Below is a

these steps together to support one another and

resource to encourage and support you in

invite others to join in this journey with Jesus. In

reading the Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke and

our newsletters we are going to include some

John.

practical resources to encourage you in taking
your next step in faith.

Pray:

Before you start reading, take some time and pray asking God to guide your reading of the

Bible

Read:

slowly reading the passage; paying attention to the story, the words, the characters, and the

events. Read the the passage again

Imagine:

Imagine you are there – let the scene play out like a movie, thinking about the different

parts of the story. Imagine that Jesus is speaking directly to you, what would he say.

Talk:

take some time to talk directly to Jesus about what you are discovering in this passage.

Heritage Centre
We recently had a visit from the Garden Lovers Club. The visitors enjoyed the tour of the church, and time
in the Heritage Centre ... with lots of pertinent questions asked. One lady wrote to us afterwards saying,
"Thank you for such an interesting afternoon. Hearing the history of the church and visiting the Heritage
Centre was most enlightening. What hard-working people the immigrants were, to think there was nothing
here 175 years ago. I wonder what they would think of how we live today?"

My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.
Psalm 121:2
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The committee of the Friends of First Church
would like to thank the First Church community for
their support of the recent series of five lunchhour concerts held in the church. The concerts
were also very well attended by the wider
Dunedin community; in fact, we were relieved
when the Covid levels changed from Red to
Orange, enabling more people to attend and
meaning that we did not have to turn anyone
away. In these challenging times, when so many
events have had to be cancelled, people clearly

Abinath Berry on piano

very much appreciated to opportunity to listen to
live music. The church provided a calm and
beautiful environment in which to listen to the high quality performances by talented Dunedin
musicians, several of whom were graduates or current post graduate students of the University
of Otago’s Music Department.

We especially want to acknowledge the generous assistance of Judy Bellingham and Terence
Dennis in arranging the programme of concerts and performers. Our thanks go also to Shelley
Hawke, church secretary, for her help with the formatting and printing of the actual programmes.

The Friends’ committee will be meeting in May with the AGM scheduled for Friday, 19th August at
2.00pm. Ann Barsby, Chair of the Southern Heritage Trust, has kindly accepted our invitation to
be guest speaker. A notice will be sent to all members of the Friends nearer the time with an
invitation to attend.

For your interest and information, members of the committee are: The Rev. Ed Masters (Chair), Dr
Elizabeth Wilson (Secretary), Mrs Jean Kirk (Treasurer), The Rev. John Sinclair, The Rev. Brian
Williscroft, Mrs Jenny Alloo, Mrs Anne Lewis and Mrs Lorna Ruffell.

We have recently welcomed four new members to the Friends (three of them life members).
Brochures about the Friends of First Church of Otago which contain a membership form are
available in the church foyer and church office.

Elizabeth Wilson
Secretary
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Sunday Afternoon Church Walks
Our Sunday afternoon walks over the past few months have
been well-attended, and we have explored some interesting
places.
February at the North Cemetery
March to Frasers Gully
April to Long Beach

At North Cemetery

Frasers Gully

Our final walk for this season is THIS SUNDAY, May 1st.
We'll be going to Sunshine Lane (Musselburgh).
Meet at church 2pm or 2.15 pm at the Otago Bridge Club,

Long Beach

100 Otaki St, South Dunedin.
There is a short climb up the hill and then lovely views of
the harbour.
Contact Ruth Houghton, 467 5702

We'll recommence in September with a walk at the
Southern Cemetery.
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Easter for Families
On April 10 children and their families gathered to celebrate
Easter together at First Church. We weaved flax crosses, did leaf
rubbings – learning the memory verse from John 3:16, and made
Easter baskets before a huge egg hunt across the church
grounds.

After the egg hunt, we came back inside and learned about
Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem – the crowds waving palm branches,
washing the disciples feet, Jesus’ arrest, trial, crucifixion and
resurrection – all because of his great love for us.

The evening closed with everyone sharing together in a light meal.
It was a wonderful way to celebrate Easter together – a huge
thank you to everyone who came along and thank you to everyone
who helped make it a success.

Selena put together a beautiful display in
the church foyer for Palm Sunday
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May Services and Rosters
May 1st

May Meetings
Session : 11th May

10am Combined Service - Rev Alofa Lale
Door Stewards - Heather McFarlane's team
Reader - Lyn Murray
TV Remote - Chitra Kumarasinghe

Deacons : 18th May

Office Hours

May 8th
10am Morning Worship - Rev Ed Masters
Door Stewards - Glenn Marshall's team
Reader - Ruth Houghton
TV Remote - Natalie Masters

Office : Finance & Administration Manager
Monday-Friday: 8.00am-1.00pm
Minister : Rev Ed Masters
Tuesday-Friday

12noon Cook Islands Service - Rev Ed Masters
2.00pm Samoan Service - Rev Alofa Lale

Associate Minister : Rev Alofa Lale
Friday morning

May 15th
10am Morning Worship - Rev Ed Masters
Door Stewards - Foalima Lemalu's team
Reader - Brian Williscroft

CONTACT DETAILS

TV Remote - Adam Masters

Minister: Rev Ed Masters

12noon Cook Islands Service - Rev Ed Masters
2.00pm Samoan Service - Rev Ed Masters

May 22nd
10am Morning Worship - Rev Alofa Lale
Door Stewards - Brian Williscroft's team

027 637 9818
email ed@firstchurchotago.org

Associate Minister: Rev Alofa Lale
027 661 6478
email alofa.lale@gmail.com

Church Office

Reader - Jean Kirk

477 7150 or 477 7118

TV Remote - Anne Lewis

email firstchurch@xtra.co.nz
www.firstchurchotago.org

12noon Cook Islands Service - Rev Alofa Lale
2.00pm Samoan Service - Rev Alofa Lale

May 29th
10am Morning Worship - Rev Ed Masters
Door Stewards - Jean Kirk's team
Reader - Pam Seaton
TV Remote - Geoff Carter
12noon Cook Islands Service - TBC
2.00pm Samoan Service - TBC

May Cook Islands Duties - Group 1

